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L EI T E R, &c. 


me H E Letter I have now under Conſideration, is addreſs'd 
do the Arch-Biſhop-of Yori, by way of Reproof, ſor the 
Speech made by his Grace at the Yorkfire Maeting, to in- 
courage an Aſſociation for ſupporting the German Govern- 
ment in England, as the:Letter-writer is pleaſed to expreſs 
it: This affected way of expreſſing the Deſign of his 
== Grace's Speech (beſides the Impropriety of it) has ſome- 
thing k in it as weak and filly,” as it is invidious. In plain true Engliſh, This 
German Government in England can mean no more, than that the Religion, 
Laws and Liberties of the Engliſb Nation are protected, adminiſtred and 
prelerved b 4 * of German Extraction. And what then? — The 
Writer n t intended to inſinuate ſomething worſe. — Suppoſe the 
worſt — Could not this ſhort-ſighted Man eafily perceive, that the Reflec- 
tion would be retorted upon his pretended Sovereign, ' with more than 
double Vengeance? For which is the harſheſt Sound to a Britiſh Ear, A 
Proteſtant German Prince, or a Popiſh Italian one? Which is preferable, 
an Independent Prince of the Empire, or a Dependent Creature ot the Court 
of Rome, who has all his Life lickt up the Crumbs that fall from the Pope's | 
Table? — So much for the Title, 


IN the Body of the Letter, the firſt Charge againſt the Arch-Biſhop is, 
Want of Temper, in repreſenting the Rebel Crew, with which the North 
Part of the Kingdom has been 'moſt unhappily infeſt. d, as a Set of wild 
deſperate Ruffigns —== And has he wronged them ? Has not their Conduct 
ever fince more than deſerved the Character? Let Edinborough and 
the Country round about bear witneſs. Witneſs Car hiſe, Manchafter, 
Derby, and every Place they have paſſed through. Witneis the Joy 
they leave behind e at their — the Terror and er 
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tion that gots before them : Many leave their Habitations at their Approach: 
and all are emp'oyed in ſecreting their moſt valuable Effects from their 
rapacious Hands, which have been accuſtomed to little eiſe than Plunder. 
Plunder firſt tempted them to leave their Mountains, ard Plunder has been 
their Employment ever ſince; notwithſtanding any pretended Proclamations 
of their Leaders to the contraty : I ſay pretended Proclamations ; For who 
can believe them in earneſt, when they themſelves ſubſiſt by Plunder? What 
elſe have they been doing, but roaming up and down from Place to Place, 
extorting Money and whatever elſe they want, by all the ways that can ſtrike 
Terror; threatning Fire and Sword to all that dare refuſe them And 
yet theſe are /me of the beſt Blood in Scotland —— Whatever their Blood 
be, ſure I am that it is ſadly tainted : Some of them are proſcribed Traitors; 
ſome of them live by the Mercy of Him, whom they would dethrone ; 
and ſome have abjured the very Man they would exalt in his ſtead ; ſome of 
them are Profligates that have ſpent their Fortunes, and fome younger 
Brothers, that never had any, want to raiſe themſelves by the Plunder of their 
Neighbours — Such are thy DELIVERERS, O Britain! 


BU T the Letter-writer would inſinuate, that tho? the Character ſuits the 
Men, yet the Language doth not become the Biſhop, For (faith he p. 3.) 
our Saviour addreſſing himſelf to the Traitor 7udas gave him the Appellation 
of Friend. True; and I dare ſay our Arch-Biſhop, if he were to meet a 
Rebel would not accoſt him with the Title of Ryfian : But as our Sa- 
viour, in cautioning his Hearers againſt a Set of bad Men, called them 
ravening Wolves; even ſo our Arch-Biſhop, finding the Neceflity of painting 
in their proper Colours the preſent Diſturbers of our Peace, in order to 
engage his Hearers to be aware of, and to guard againſt them, called them, 
as they are and appear to be, A Set of wild deſperate Ruffians, 


THE next Charge againſt the Arch-Biſhop is a Departure from Truth 
and common Heneſiy, A very heavy one; but in proportion to the Weight 
of it is the Weakneſs of the Proof, as will appear to every one, that reads 


the Paſſage, upon which it is founded. The Arch-Biſhop had ſaid, That 


« the Commotions in the North were but Part of a great Plan concerted 
« for our Ruin, begun under the Countenance, and to be ſupported by 
<« the Forces of France and Spain,” Now the Truth of this was ſo no- 
torious, that I thought even Impudence itſelf would not have contradicted 
it. Doth not all Europe know, That about the End of the Year a fag 
Young Pretender left Rome by Invitation from the Court of France ; That 
upon his coming thither an Expedition againſt England was concerted, and 
an Imbarkation of Troops made at Dunkirk in favour of that Expedition; a 
French Fleet hovering all the Time upon the Egli Coaſt, to wp 
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Landing of thoſ: Troops? And when by the good Providence of Ged 
this inter ded Expedition was defeated, was not another concerted, to con» 
vey the Young Adventurer from France to Scotland privately, under the 
Convoy of a French Man of War? And has te not been ſupply'd with 
Arms, Ammunition and Money from France ever ſince his Landing? — 


How then could this weak Man attempt to perſuade us, that France had no 
hand in the Plot! — Surely he muſt think that we have loſt cur Senſes, or 


that we have no Memory. 


BU T let us ſee how he goes about to diſprove the Biſhop, It is (it ſeems} 
by the l'eſtimony of One, whoſe Authority is not inſeriar to any on Earth, 
The Mord of a Prince, which is equal to that of a Biſhop. W hat pity. 
is it, this filly Man ſhou!d proſtitute the Word of ſo greet a Perſon to ſo 
little Purpoſe ? — This is ju like proving Trauſubſtantiation by the Au- 
thority of the Pope, when the contrary had appeared before hand by the 
Evidence of our Senſes, — In the Caſe before us we had no occaſion to de- 
pend upon the Arch-Biſhop's Authority, nor did the Arch-Biſhop intend we. 
ſhould, Woe knew it before hand, and the Arch- Biſhop only appealed to. 
our Knowledge of it, to ſtir us up and put us upon our Guard, againſt the 


Deſigns of France, and the Chains that were preparing for us by that Ty-- 


rannical Court, the Enemies of our Trade, our Liberties and our Peace. 


I T is therefore beſides our preſent Purpoſe to enquire, whoſe Word car 


ries greater weight of Authority with it, that of HIS Prince or OUR 
Biſhop : Yet ſince he has thought fit to bring them into Compariſon, and. 
called upon us to lay them in the Ballance one againſt the other, we. 


have no reaſon to decline the Challenge, not doubting the 'I urn of the Scale 


in favour of the Biſhop. For ſrom what hath been already obſerved, the 
greateſt Probability appears to be on the Side of the Biſhop ; All the Pub-. 
lic Accounts from Paris, as well as elſewhere agieeing, that this Plot was. 


firſt concerted, and has been ſince conſtantly promoted by the Court of. 


France, Ard this is a great Prejudice to the Credit of our young Pretender. 


But this Prejudice will ſtill increaſe, if we conſider, "That he is a Stickler for 
a Religion which teaches, that no Faith is to be kept with Heretichs If we 
conſider, That in caſe he ſhould offend againſt the Truth and Simplicity of 


the Goſpel, he has a Shop to go to, where Abſolutions, Diſpenſations, In- 
dulgences, Pardons, and ſuch like Religious Wares are fold at cheap rates: 
If we confider moreover, That he has a particular Intereſt in the chief Diſ- 
poſer of theſe Wares: Add to all this, That it has been conſtantly incul- 


cated upon him by his Confeſſors and other Directors of his Conſcience, that 


any Falſification of his Word or Promiſe, which promotes the Intereſt of 


Mother Church, is not only pardonable, but Meritorious: In Confirmation of. 
| which 
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not both Houſes of Parliament aſſerted the ſame thing, with the greateſt 
.Unanimity, in the moſt Public Manner, and in much fironger Terms? — 
: How then does the Letter- writer go about to prove the contrary? He appeals 
to the Number and Rigeur of our Penal Laws, (without naming one of them); ) 


(6) 


which Doctrine he cannot but have obſerved, that ſuch Popiſb Princes, as 


have moſt remarkably fallified their Word to their Prote/ant Subjects, have 


been moſt idolized by the Church of Rome, Theſe are great Prejudices ta 


the Credit of our young Adventurer, none of which lie againſt the Credit 
of the Arch-Biſhop. 


B U T the Truth of what is aſſerted by the Biſhop has been confirmed 


by the Youngfter himſelf, who upon his firſt Appearance at the Head of the 


Rebels declared, That if any Foreign Force were employed againſt him, he 


- ſhould have Recourſe to France and Spain, who had both engaged to aſſiſt 


him, to recover (as he expreſſes himſelf) the Right; of his Family, The 
ſame is in effect acknowledged in thislaſt Declaration (referred to by the Letter- 
writer) tough expreſſed in a more tender Manner: Where he declares it 


high time to accept of the Aſiſtauce of thiſe (meaning France and Spain) who 
Have engaged to ſupport hin, A plain Acknowledgement, ** That the firſt 


Commotions in the North were but part of a Plan, concerted with France 


<< and Spain for our Ruin,“ as was aflerted by the Arch- Biſhop, The Charge 
thetefore of departing from Truth and common Honeſty recoils upon its Author, 


T HE next Charge riſes higher till: It is no leſs than Inſulting the 


Common Senſe and Feeling of the Nation, in ſaving, “ That we are now 
-<< blefles with the Mild Adminiſtration of a juſt and Prozeftant King, who 


« is of ſo ſtrict an Adherence to the Laws of out Country, that no In- 
<< ſtance can be pointed out during his whole Reign, wherein he made the 
< leaſt Attempt upon the Liberties, Properties, or Religion of a ſingle 
And has not the Repreſentative Body of the Nation, have 


to the Fleets and Armies which have been kept in Pay; and /e increaſe of 
our National Debts and Taxes incurred thereby, — All which are founded 
upon Acts of Parliament, and if blame- worthy, are chargeable upon the Le- 


giſlative Body of the Nation, and not upon the Prince, But the truth is, 


"Theſe Acts of Parliament, inſtead of indangering the Religion, Liberties, 


-or Properties of the Subject, are the very means, whereby the Religion, 


Liberties and Properties of the Subject have been ſecured againſt Popiſb 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion. And this (I dare ſiy) is the true Reaſon, why 
theſe Acts of Parliament give ſo much Offence io the Letter-writer. 


As to Place-Men and Penfioners, no Government ever was, or will be 


without them; and be their Number ever 10 great, or Par{iaments ever fo 


Venal, 
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Venal, it will by no means follow from thence, that the Prince has ever 
made any Attempt againſt the Liberties, or Privileges of the Subject. 
Neither will the Exciſe Scheme prove any ſuch Attempt. For nothing, ſo 
fairly propoſed to the Conſideration of Parliament, as that was, and ſo totally 
laid aſide when diſapproved, can argue an ill Deſign in them that propoſed it. 
As to the Charitable Corporation, I know little of it; but common Fame 
is, That it was an uſeful Project, (of private, not of pullic Contrivance) 
whieh fell into the Hands of bad Managers by the Choice of the Proprietors : 
One of whom, a greater Knave than the reſt, ran away with the Com- 
pany's Caſh, fled to Rome for Refuge, and was ſcreened there by a certain 
Gentleman, who pretends a nearer Rel:tion to this Nation, than we are 


willing to acknowledge, and who partcok with that Knave in the Spoil of 
the Indigent, the Fatherleſs, and the Widow, 


WHETHER Religion be at preſent in a thriving Condition, I krow 
not: But this I knuw certainly, that it is better underſtood and practiſed, th-u 
it ever was, and better than it ever poſſibly can be, under any Popiſb Ad- 
miniſtration whatſoever, ——- And now let the Reader judge, who is guilty 
of inſulting the Common Senſe and Feeling of the Nation, The Arch- Biſhop ; 
or the Letter-writer, Who, for the Preſervation of our Civil and Religious 
Rights, would recommend us to the Guardianſhip of a Pop; Prince, who 
hates Both, 


WHETHER at a Meeting of Gentlemen to conſult what was proper 

to be done, in theic Civil Capacities, to guard againſt a lawleſs Rabble z 
Whether, I ſay, it was neceſſary on ſuch an Occaſion, that the Arch- Biſhop 
ſhould inculcate the Doctrines of Humiliation and Repentance, I leave as 
Matter of Speculation for the Curioũs: And paſs on to another Queſtion of 
a more Extraordinary Nature, ſtarted by the Letter-writer, i. e. Whether 
the Arch-Biſhop ought not to have entered into a ſolemn Diſcuſſion of the 

Juſtice of the Cauſ?, before he endeavoured to engage his Audience in it.— 

Than which, nothing could have been more impertinent and ridiculous : 

| Becauſe the Gentlemen were met to inquire, not whether they might, or 
might not, lawfuliy oppoſe a Savage Crew, which had left their Mountains, 

3nd were gone forth Plundering and to Plunder; but in what way they 

might do it moſt effectually. For could any one of that great Affembly 

poſſibly imagine, that a Wiſe and Brave People ſhould tamely fit down, 

and ſee their Country overiun by a Pack of mountain Bears? Could there 

be the leaſt doubt of the Lawfullneſs of taking Arms, in Defence of them- 

ſelves, their Religion, their Liberties, their A LL, againſt a Raſcally Herd, 

armed againſt their Country by the avowed Enemies of it, and headed by a 

French Tool, fetched out of the 2 Sink of Popery, to rule us wing 
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Tron Rod of that Tyrannical Religion? Or could it need a Caſuiſt to de- 
cide; whether a free People ought tamely to bow the Neck, and receive this 


Yoke of Bondage, without making one Effort, to ſecure to themſelves and 
their Poſterity the Liberties and Privileges of Britous? —— 


BUT their Leader (it ſeems) has Pretenſions, and it had been worth 
Tohile to examine thoſe Pretenſions, ſays the Letter-writer. — What then 
have we been doing for 57 Years paſt? Have his Pretenſions been freely 
debated in Parliament, and after mature Deliberation rejected, exploded, 
abjured? Hath he himſelf been Outlawed, and a Price ſet upon his Head, 
by the Repreſentative Body of the Nation? Hath ſo much Blood and 
Tre:ſure been ſpent from time to time, to keep HIM and SLAVERY 
at a Diſtance from us? And are we ſtil] to ſeek what his Pretenſions are 


HOWEVER for Amuſement ſake, let us examine theſe Pretenſions, 
as they are reprefented by the Letter-writer p. q. On the Part of the 
Pretender then, he pleads an Indeſeaſibls Hereditary Right to the Crown of 
thefe Realms — And on the Part of the Subject, ute Non- reſiftance and 
paſſive Obedience * without exception of Perſons or Caſes, — Now if this 
Claim be admitted, our Laws are all Nullities, and our Liberties and Pri- 
vileges founded thereupon are mere Bubbles, liable to be annihilated in an 
inftant, by one Blaſt of the Breath of this Indeſeaſible Monarch, — But I 
infiſt upon it (and I defy the Letter-writer to prove the contrary) That 


Britiſh Subjects have an Indeſegſiblèe Hereditary Right to certain Privileges ' 


and Immunities (particularly that of Habeas Corpus, and the Sacredneſs of 
Property) which no Prince can touch without their own Conſent by their 
Repreſentatives, The Point in queftion then may be reduced to this ſhort 
Itlue z Of allowing, or diſallowing this Claim on behalf of Britiſh Subjects:: 
If it be allowed; then the Hereditary Scheme muſt be ſubject to ſome Li- 
mitation : If it be not allowed; then I would fain know, Wherein our 
limited Monarchy differs from one that is «b/o/ute, and what are the Privi- 
leges of Britiſb Subjects, above the Slaves and Vaſſals of the moſt Arbitrary 
Government in Europe. t DE 

BUT 
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* In the Language of the Jacobites, Non-Reſtance and Paſſive Obedience have 
uſually gone together: But the Letter-writer has cautiouſly dropt the latter; leſt by 
recommending a Popiſ Prince and Paſſive Obedience both in the ſame Breath, he 
thould alarm his Proteſtant Readers with ſuch terrible Apprehenſions, as might. give 
them an Averſion to his whole Plan. n 

1 There is a Paſſage in the Pretender's Declaration, which I could not account 
for: Where he promiſes to REINSTATE all his Subjects in the full — of 
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BUT admit for Argument fake, what thc Letter-writer contends for, 
That Non-refiftance (in his unlimited Senſe) has been the Doctrine of the 
Church of England: Yet it will by no means ſerve his Purpaſe ; becaufe 
he miſtakes the Object of it. For the Non- reſiſtance recommended by S?. 
Paul, whatever it be, is directed by him to the POWERS that BE: 
that is, to him that actually heareth Rule, and is ſo velted with Civil Au- 
thority, as to have it in his Power to puniſh evil Deers. This is the Senſe 
of our Homilies ; and this is plainly the meaning of that unrepealed Starure, . 
of Hen. 7, which directs our Obedience to be paid to the King defacto, in 
Oppoſition to all other Claimants, how plauſible ſoever their Pretenſions are. 
And I defy the Letter-writer to produce any Law or Canon, Eccleſiaſtical 
or Civil, which ſays otherwiſe, 


B UT ſhould I admit, what never can be admitted, That every (even 
the meaneſt) Subject is obliged: to be ſatisfied about his Sovereign's Title, 
before he pays Allegiance to him — Even this will by no means ſerve the - 
Pretender's purpoſe; whofe Hereditary Title, by which he claims, is in- 
volved in the thickeſt Obſcurity; his pretended Birth being attended with 
all poſſible Marks of Impoſture, and there being great Reafon to preſume, 
that he was not the fir? nor the ſecond Child, pretended at that time to be 
born Heir to the Crown of theſe Realms And will any Caſuiſt pretend 
to ſay, That Subjects are obliged, upon Pain of Damnation, to overturn 
the mildeſt, the moſt juſt, and beſt conſtituted Government in the World, 
and put every thing that is valuable to the hazard, in Support of /uch a 
Title ? — He that can, muſt be guided by other Rulcs, than thoſe of Reaſon 
and Conſcience in his Deciſions, : 4 


SUCH (I dare lay) is the Caſuiſt I have had to deal with; who con- 
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their Religion, Laws and Liberties. Had he meant by this, the Religion, Laws and 
Liberties we now enjoy, and defire the Continuance ot, then the Word reinflate had 
been utterly improper and abſurd. I could not therefore help ſuſpecting ſomething 
Jeſuitical in this manner of Expreſſion. At firſt I thought, that by his Subje2s were 
meant only ſuch, as were Pepiſbly affected, and willing to receive him upon his own 
Terms : and according to this Interpretation there is great Propriety inthe Expreſſion. 
But ſince I have conſidered this Claim of an indefeaſible irrefitible Sovereignty, I find 
the Words will admit of another Explanation. For allowing that Claim to be juſt, 
then the Religion, Laws and Liberties we now enjoy, are not our own, but the mere 
Uſurpations of a Rebellious People; who of Right can claim no other Privilege, 
than that of Obeying actively or paſſively the Will of their Indefeaſible Monarch. 
Theſe are the hafpy Privileges, to which we are to be reinflated by. this moſt Gracious 
Prince, and for the ſake of which (to uſe the Words of the Letter-writer) wwe ought 
With chearful Hearts and open Arms to receive Lis! : | 


Wor alto ONE ts det oat 1 —— — — Pͤ— Oe 
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eludes his Letter with two Aſlertions, which for Impudence and Falſhood 
cannot be matched in Print, — The one is, That the Reaſons, which exift 
for a Change of Maſters, are as many and flrong now as ever, ſince England 
was a Nation. — The other is, That the Pretender (who has been taught 
from his Cradle to hate the Religion we profeſs, and to look upon our Civil 
and Religious Rights as the great Obſtacles between him and a Crown; 
who owes his very Subſiſtance to the Court of Rome, and has been foſter'd 
there, as the fitteſt Inſtrument to reſtore Papal Tyranny in England) That 
uch a Maſter bids the faireſt to make us a free and a bappy Peofle. 
The Man that could ſay this, and under the guiſe of a Prozeflant too, is ca- 
pable of ſaying any thing, be it ever ſo ſhocking. I ſhall therefore take my 
leave of him in the Words of the Prophet, Moe unto them that call evil good 
and good evil, that put darkneſs for light and light for darkneſs, that put 
bitter for ſweet and ſweet for bitter. © 
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